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So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city 
how much Jesus had done for him 

 
 
Today’s Gospel recounts one of four successive miracles described in the 8th chapter of 
Luke. Right before Jesus meets the man possessed by demons, he rebuked the strong 
winds and waves that threatened to capsize the boat that he and his disciples were 
using to cross the Sea of Galilee. 

Right after Jesus commands the demons to leave the man, Jesus heals a 
woman who had been hemorrhaging uncontrollably for twelve years, a condition 
for which no other treatments had brought relief. 

Next, he brings back to life a young girl - the only child in her family - who had 
just died at her home. 

All of these miracles involved truly profound fear among all those involved. The 
disciples are terrified when it appears their boat is about to be destroyed in the storm, 
and they cry out to Jesus for help. 

The bleeding woman is afraid that she’ll never be cured, especially since so 
many doctors had tried and failed over the years. The father of the young girl is 
afraid that Jesus wouldn’t get to his house in time to save his daughter’s life. 

The man possessed by demons is afraid of the possible pain caused by the 
removal of the demons, and is even more terrified that he will be re-possessed 
by them. 

The demons themselves are afraid that they will be cast out into the abyss. 

Last but not least, the swineherds are afraid that they’ve lost their herd, and are 
absolutely terrified at the powerful act they have just witnessed. 

In our contemporary life, it's hard not to feel great fear on a daily basis too, isn’t it? It 
doesn’t take very long to list the things that make us afraid, and the list seems endless. 

We’re afraid that unexpected and unprovoked violence will harm those we love, 
as it has recently for so many others. 

We’re afraid that family and friends suffering from illness won’t be cured or 
relieved from their pain. 

We’re afraid that an economic recession will break already stretched budgets. 

We’re afraid that our community won’t ever be able to overcome racial prejudice 
and injustice. We’re afraid that our community will never be able to provide 
enough for the poor and homeless. Just like the Bible characters we read about 
today, anytime there’s violence, pain, confusion, and uncertainty, there’s fear. 
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Fortunately, the stories of Jesus’ miracles show us how we can move past our fear to 
proclaim the kingdom of God. Jesus isn’t just performing miracles to help these specific 
individuals affected by fear, illness, or death: he’s also performing miracles to show his 
disciples what they too could be capable of. 

After this passage, at the beginning of the next chapter, we are told that Jesus 
“called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons 
and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and 
to heal.” 

Jesus did not only call the disciples to ministry; he also gave 
them power to do what He had called them to do. 

As another writer put it: “whom God calls, God equips.” Moreover, “the 
equipping may not be completely evident before the ministry begins, but it 
will be evident along the way.” 

Empowered by our faith, we too can answer the Jesus’ call to ministry. 
We can step into the work of solving gun violence, we can comfort those 
struggling with illness, we can help our neighbors through difficult financial 
times. Jesus never delegates the work of healing without also delegating 
the power to heal. 

This work may involve advocating for legislation and exercising our right to 
vote (has everyone here gotten the message that we have an election 
coming up??). This work may involve making time to visit those who are 
hospitalized or homebound. This work may involve being generous with 
our time and treasure. 

This work most certainly involves doing more listening than talking, and it 
always involves reaching out to others with compassion and patience. 

After he is healed, the man who was once possessed by demons is driven by his 
newfound faith to preach the Gospel throughout the city. Faith is modeled by this man 
who hears the word of God – “return to your home, and declare how much God has 
done for you” - and “so he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus 
had done for him.” This man wasn’t stopped by his fear, and God didn’t stop at this 
man’s fear, either. In the end, Jesus’ power is bigger than anyone’s fears 

Earlier in Luke, Chapter 8, Jesus redefines family by stating that his family 
consists of those who “hear the word of God and do it.” As his disciples, may we 
live into this definition by channeling the power of our faith to be contemporary 
healers and miracle workers. May we answer the call to ministry not with fear but 
with confidence. Amen. 


